




























Marching with a smile, 1977. Courtesy Phyllis Goldstein . 

In 1976, the year of the bicentennial , Albert Szent
Gyorgyi was asked to be in the parade as Uncle Sam. 
Puzzled, the Hungarian-born 1937 Nobel laureate 
said: "Why would you pick me?" But he agreed, and 
his wife, according to Phyllis, made him "the most 
beautiful Uncle Sam outfit. " 

1976 was also the year when another "ambush" was 
cooked up to counter the parade. EUen 
Weiss recalls as follows. 

I hope you remember the year, 
I think 1976, when, as the pa
rade reached Lillie, a band of 
'British' soldiers appeared to 
challenge the 4th of July revel
ers. It was the Montroll family 
(of Brooks Rd.) a family of ten 
children (not all there , and 
mostly grown up by then) , a 
family with a great sense of fun 
and spirit. They had stayed up 
all night sewing the red coats, 
and they were a great success. 
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Young MBL scientists in the Grass Fellowship 
Program began taking parr in the parade 
around 1983. Developed by members of the 
Grass family and others, the Grass Foundation 
"seeks to encourage independent research by 
young persons trained for careers in neurobio
logical investigation," writes Steve ZottOli, di
rectOr of the summer course. When a former 
Fellow sent a lot of grass skirrs from Hawaii to 

Woods Hole, these became the basis of the 
theme-of-the-year, such as "Mardi Grass" and 
"2001 Grass Oddities. " The result is a unique 
part of the Woods Hole parade, with the bright 
green color and the surprising sight of (mostly) 
male legs under the waving grass. 

For the embryology course, SCOtt Fraser reports that 
his group has appeared for the past four years as the 
' morphogenesis* drill team." The drills of different 
embryonic cell motions teach tile students the ba
sics of embryo morphogenesis - and the students have 
great fun , Fraser says. Richard Harland, co-director 
of the course, discloses their reasons for participat-

Grass Lab Fellowship marching on chool Street. 
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2001 phoro by Elizabeth Armsrrong for me MBL. 

Ar corner of chool and Warer srreers, 
1976. Courresy Phyllis Goldsrein. 



ing, "other than teaching the students through re
enactment: 1) feeling foolish that other courses could 
make fools of themselves while we stood on the side
lines; and 2) confidence that we could perform acts 
more bizarre and obscure." 

"It's not at all clear," Harland says, "that many of 
the people on the sidewalk can follow which species 
or event we are enacting, but we know .. . There was 
one famous occasion, while we were performing sea 
urchin gastrulation** on the bridge, that someone 
in the crowd remarked to his neighbor 'it's a sea ur
chin! ' " 

Gastrulation on the Eel Pond bridge? If only the 
bridge could talk, we might learn what other inter
esting things have happened on the streets of Woods 
Hole. 

2000 phoro by Elizabeth Armstrong for the MBL. 
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Footnotes 

• " rhe srrucrural changes occurring during the development of an or
ganism, organ, or parr," Websrer's New World Dictionary of me 
American Language, Second College Edition, 1979, s.v. "morpho
genesis" 

•• "an embryo in an early stage of development, consisting of a sac wirh 
twO layers, me ectoderm and endoderm, enclosing a central cavity, 
the archenreron, mar opens to me ours ide mrough me blastopore" 

Ibid. s.v. "gastrula" 

Biography 

Jean Bigelow has been a summer resident of Woods Hole si nce 
1948 and a year round Woods Holer since 1994. She has served 
as ediror of the Mainsheet since 1995, was a co-founder in 1979 
of the Southborough Villager in Southborough, Mass. and served 
as ediror there unti l 1989. 

Douglas, Dicky and Peter Jones, 1963. Courtesy 
Dick Jones. 



Moll Willen protected by umbrella in 1977, on only rainy 
4th recorded. Phoro by Bruce Chalmers. 

Dana Rodin and Chuck First carry the Quisserr banner, 
2001. Phoro by Ali Rodin. 
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2001 phoro by Elizabedl Armstrong for dle MBL. 

Fire uuck was regular Quissen parade participant for many years, 
1977. Phoro by Bruce Chalmers. 

Festive parade watchers gamer in front of Jenkins House and Hammond House in 1977, me year the Quissett Harbor House 
connecror was removed. Hammond Hou e was later di manded and moved ro me state ofWashingron where it was rebuilt on a ite 
overlooking Puget Sound. Phoro by Bruce Chalmer . 


